JREGILDING THE CRESCENT
it is said that less than five Turks in every
hundred practise it. They are a poor nation for
one thing, and whether, as Plautus said, two
women are worse than one, they are unquestion-
ably more expensive.
The future allegiance of Crete and the settle-
ment of Macedonia are questions which lie on
the borderland between internal and foreign
politics. The trouble in the Yemen, on the
other hand, has no interest for Europe, which
very properly does not concern itself with such
dissensions as may from time to time arise between
the Porte and those turbulent Sheikhs who may
rise against the new regime, to which, however,
they appear to be more reconciled of late. The
sanjaks of Hodeida and Assir are populated by
a fanatical horde of Arabs, reactionary by con-
viction, and in their own opinion immeasurably
superior to the Turk. These aspirations rest on
a half-truth, for all the intellectual triumphs of
Islam, of which something has been said in these
pages, belong to the Arabs, not to the Turks.
At the same time, the Arab of to-day should
reflect that the national intellect has been under
a cloud for centuries and that the Turk, even
though he was an unlettered barbarian at an
epoch when Arab philosophers were the teachers
of the world, has of late shown himself far readier
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